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In response to question number one, I believe that when Baldwin argues that the debate surrounding Black English is not actually about the language itself but rather the role of language, he is referring to a language’s power and recognition rather than its “correctness” or grammar. The language or languages one uses can define their identity, community, and their sense of belonging; therefore, the rejection of Black English is the rejection of those who utilize it. Reading this passage has shown me how language is hardly ever neutral, as it is often tied to history, culture, and the suppression or prioritization of certain voices and worldviews.
Moving on, question three of this assignment asks how the two different passages compare in their discussion of language and its ties to identity, family, and power. I feel that both Tan and Baldwin discuss how language shapes identity and power, but they do so in different ways. Tan’s work holds a strong focus on her mother’s “non-standard” English and its importance to her family, their intimacy, and her self-expression, while Baldwin, on the other hand, describes Black English as a broader, more collective language with strong roots in history. That being said, both do still share the theme that “broken” English holds cultural value, and oftentimes it signifies a culture’s identity and resilience.
